
Step 1 – Round 1
Cut an armspan of thread.  Pick up four seed beads and position 
20cm from the end of the thread.  Sew through them all again 
to form a four-pointed ring.  Adjust the beads so that they form 
a neat cross shape. Do not knot the thread as this will cause the 
beadwork to be too rigid.

Step 2 – Round 2
Pick up two beads.  Sew through the next bead of the previous 
round.  Adjust these new beads so that they sit directly on top of 
the two you’ve just sewn through.  It’s important that as you work 
this round each new pair of beads sits correctly so that you have 
a neat and stable base. Repeat twice.  You’ve two more beads to 
add for this round.

Step 3
To add the last pair of beads, sew through the next bead of the 
previous round as normal then ‘step up’ by sewing through the 
first bead added in this round.

Before you begin…
This beaded bail is ideal for any size of pendant as you can add as many rounds of beads as you wish.  The beadwork 

starts out flat and, because of the construction method it naturally folds in half.

Materials and Tools
Seed beads –size 11 (1 or 2 colours)

Beading thread
Beading needle size 10

Scissors
Beading mat 

Ruler or tape measure
G-S Hypo glue or similar (optional)

Peyote Butterfly Bail



Step 4 
Before going further recheck that the beadwork is neat.  Any 
irregularities at this stage will be amplified as you add additional 
rounds.

Step 5 – Round 3
Pick up two beads.  Sew through the next bead of the previous round.  
Adjust these new beads so that they sit directly on top of the two 
you’ve just sewn through.

Step 6
Pick up one seed bead and sew through the next bead of the 
previous round.   To continue, repeat steps 5 and 6 until you have one 
more bead to add.

Step 7
To add the last bead, sew through the next bead of the previous round 
as normal then ‘step up’ by sewing through the first bead added in 
this round.

Step 8 – Round 4
Pick up two beads.  Sew through the next bead of the previous round.  
Adjust these new beads so that they sit directly on top of the two 
you’ve just sewn through.

Step 9
Pick up one seed bead and sew through the next bead of the 
previous round.   Make sure this bead (and additional beads on the 
sides) sit down between the beads of the previous round.  With some 
beads you’ll hear a little ‘click’ as it fits into place.  Give the thread an 
extra tug if you’re not sure. 



Step 10
Pick up one seed bead and sew through the next bead of the 
previous round.  To continue, repeat steps 8 to 10 until you have one 
more bead to add.  

Step 11
To add the last bead, sew through the next bead of the previous round 
as normal then ‘step up’ by sewing through the first bead added in 
this round.

Step 12 – Round 5 and additional rounds
Continue to build the shape using the same method described above 
– continue with the same colour or add new ones.  With each new 
round you’ll have space to add one more bead onto each side.   This 
photograph shows round 5 completed.  As you can see the beadwork 
is naturally beginning to form a bail shape.  

Step 13
When you come to add the final row, add three beads at each corner 
instead of two.  Weave the thread into the beadwork.  Knot in couple 
of places and add dabs of glue if desired.   Thread the needle onto the 
tail and weave it through to one of the bottom points.  This thread will 
be used to connect to your pendant.

Step 14
This shows the bail from the side.  As you can see, the more rows you 
add the more pronounced the fold becomes.  Don’t worry if you 
beadwork hasn’t folded as much as this because when you attach it 
to your pendant you’ll be bringing the bottom points together with 
thread

Connecting to a pendant
Option 1
If your pendant is solid you’ll need to stitch it to a single bead on both 
sides.  Attach one side first then sew straight through the beadwork 
and attach the other side of the bail to the same or corresponding 
bead on the other side.   
Option 2
If your pendant has a hollow centre you can just stitch the two sides 
of the bail through the hole however if your design has a 
symmetrical shape or you wish it to hang at a particular direction you 
should stitch it to the beadwork in the same way as for a solid 
pendant.


