Captured Crystal Cluster Pendant

Materials and Tools
Assorted feature beads
20g Size 11 Seed beads
8mm Crystal Rondelle
Nymo Beading thread
Clasp & Jump rings
Beading Needle
Round nose pliers
Flat nose pliers
Soft-wire cutters
Beading mat

Before you begin…
A free form method of construction is used in this project so you can ‘grow’ your own unique pendant. Have
a read through this project first to get an idea of the technique then lay out your design on your bead mat
– alternatively, you can just take each bead as it comes! To ensure your pendant is stable make sure each
bead is connected to at least two others. Be willing to adapt your design as you work.

Step 1 (1st bead)
Thread a needle with about 180cm of beading thread. String
the following beads: seed, large, seed and leave a 30cm tail.
Skipping the last seed bead go back through the large bead
and the first seed bead. The needle should pass through this
first seed bead in the opposite direction so that the threads
cross inside it. These two seed beads will be described as an
‘end-bead’ in the next steps.
Step 2
String enough seed beads to sit snugly around one side of
the large bead – you may need to have a couple of tries to get
the right number of seed beads. Go through the second endbead. You must pull your thread tight but we’ve left it loose so
you can see the thread path.

Step 3
String enough seed beads to sit snugly around the other side
of the large bead – if the large bead you’re using has a wide
hole you may need to add an additional bead on this side.
Go through the first end-bead. To reinforce the ring of seed
beads pass through all of them a second time. Exit halfway
around one side.

Step 4 (2nd bead)
String a single seed bead (your new first end-bead) and go back
through the seed bead you’ve just exited going in the same
direction. Go through the seed bead just strung then through
both a second time.

Step 5
String a large bead and a seed bead (your new second endbead). Skipping the last seed bead go back down the large bead
and through your first new end-bead. The needle should pass
through this end-bead going in the same direction that you came
out of it.
Step 6
Add seed beads around both sides of the large bead as you did
in steps 2 & 3. Make sure that you are going through your new
first end-bead and not a bead on the previous ring. Reinforce
by going around the ring of beads a second time. Exit halfway
around one side (your design will determine which side to exit).
Step 7
Add seed beads around both sides of the large bead as you did
in steps 2 & 3. Make sure that you are going through your new
first end-bead and not a bead on the previous ring. Reinforce
by going around the ring of beads a second time. Exit halfway
around one side (your design will determine which side to exit).
Step 8
Stitch these two seed beads using the technique used in step 4.

Step 9 (4th and subsequent beads)
To add the next bead, go a little way around the seed bead ring
and repeat as the method described above. When you’ve just
got 15cm of thread remaining weave a little way around the
current ring, knotting between a few seed beads as you go. Add
the new thread in reverse. When you’ve completed your pendant you may wish to reinforce or tighten certain parts further.
If you find a gap in one of the seed bead rings at this stage you
can fill it by using our ‘Rescue’ Top Tip.
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Step 10
Our finished design has a symmetrical appearance but your
choice of beads could lead to a completely different look. For
strength we’ve woven all the free ends into the bead work and
trimmed off the excess.

Step 11
Attach a new piece of thread at one side at the point where
you wish the chain section of the necklace to begin. The thread
should measure twice the length desired plus an extra 20cm.
String a combination of crystal and seed beads to make up the
required length. Finish with 6 seed beads. Miss these 6 beads
pass the needle back down all the beads – this will form a small
loop that you can attach your clasp to.
Step 12
When you reach the necklace part secure the thread as before.
Repeat to form the other half of the necklace. Complete your
necklace by adding a clasp and jump rings to the seed bead
loops.
Taking It Further...
An alternative method of creating a chain for your bead work is
to string it onto beading wire. Seed beads fill in the gaps and the
chain section can be made up of a combination of crystals and
seed beads as desired. When all your beads are on finish with
a calotte and a crimp. Pass the wire back through the calotte
and several of the beads. Pull the crimp down into the calotte
and crush. Close the calotte, curl its hook into a loop then add a
jump ring and clasp. Repeat at the other end making sure there
are no gaps between the beads before crushing the crimp.
Top Tip...
To fill a gap in a ring of beads string a single seed bead then
continue through the next seed beads - you’ll need to go all the
way around again to ensure the new bead will sit in place
properly. Although you could fill a gap in the same way when
initially adding the large beads it is preferable to undo the
bead work as this filler bead isn’t as secure and more prone to
pull out of place.
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