
PETALS HEAD PIECE
by Rosanna Gioielli
Tools you’ll need: Round nose pliers, flat nose pliers, 
wire cutters, acrylic hammer, acrylic jaw pliers

1. Condition 2m of 1.25mm silver coated wire with your 
fingers; let the strand keep the natural curve. If needed, 

use the acrylic jaw pliers being careful not to lose 
the natural curve.

2. Leave a 15cm tail in the strand and with the help of 
your index finger form a tight “U” shape in the strand of 
wire. Bend the wire in the opposite direction to the natural 

curve. This “U” shape will be at the centre 
of your Head Piece.

3. Measure approx 26cm of wire from this 1st “U” shape, 
pull this point down to meet the 1st “U” shape. Be gentle 
and let the wire curve, use your thumb to help gain a nice 

curve if needed, you are forming your 1st petal.

4. Where the wire meets the 1st “U” shape, form another 
tight “U” shape, just by using your index finger again. We 
will tighten the “U” shapes when all of our petals are made. 

Hint & Tip: When wire working, where possible, I 
always prefer to use my fingers to bend and shape the 

wire, this is to avoid scratches and dents in the wire.

5. You now have your 1st petal. With your thumb, adjust 
the petal shape if needed.

6. From this 2nd “U” shape, measure approx 19cm and like 
before, bring this point closer to your 2nd “U” shape and 
form a 3rd “U” shape in your strand of wire. This will be  

your 2nd petal.

7. From this 3rd “U” shape measure approx 11cm in your 
strand, bring this point closer to the 3rd “U” shape and 
form the 4rd “U” shape, that with the other “U” shapes it 

will be the middle point in the head piece.

8. From this 4th “U” shape, measure 17cm of wire and bring 
this point close to the 4th “U” and form the last “U” shape.

9. We now need to turn this last bend on itself 180° by 
moving the rest of the wire strand from the outside of 
the petal to the inside. Press down with one and the last 
petal shapes and with the other hand twist the strand of 
wire, holding it close to the “U” shape, from the outside of 
the petal to the inside the outside point of the “U” shape 

should make a 180° half circle clockwise.

10. With your fingers push the “U” shape 
down nice and flat.

11. Gently but firmly squeeze this “U” shape closer between 
you index and thumb fingers you should gain two parallel 
frame wire strands with approx 5mm gap in-between We 
will wire wrap the Swarovski Crystals and Pearls in this gap.

12. Smoothly keep bending the wire inside the petal to 
form a smaller petal inside the larger one.

13. Use the acrylic hammer to strengthening the 
frame work we have just created.



1st Petal 
14. We will now need 16 clear Swarovski Crystals, 2 AB 
Swarovski Crystals, 4 small Pearls, 1 large Pearl, 10m 

beading wire. 

15. Start by securing the beading wire around the outside 
frame strand by wrapping the wire a few times 

anticlockwise.

16. Now bring the wrapping wire under strand 2 and 
over three times. Go back now on strand 1 with the 

wrapping wire going under and over the strand 
three times.

17. Repeat step 16.

18. Now the wrapping wire should come from under 
Strand 1 up between the two strands. Insert the wrapping 
wire in the Swarovski Crystal and let it slide between strand 
1 and 2. Wrap the wrapping wire three times around 
strand 2 anticlockwise pass it again through the Swarovski 

Crystal and wrap strand 1 three times clockwise.

19. Tip: When securing the Swarovski Crystal in place, take  
extra care so the wrapping wire does not kink or snap. 
This thin wire gives an elegant look but can easily snap if 
trapped and pulled. Repeat step 18 another three times 
You should have now four Swarovski Crystals between the 

strand 1 and 2.

20. Repeat step 16 twice. You will have the wrapping wire 
crossing four times connecting the two frame strands.

21. Insert a small pearl like you did for the crystals and 
repeat step 16 twice.

22. Repeat step 18 and 19 to add another four Swarovski 
Crystals to the petal. 

23. Press down on the Crystals to ensure they sit firmly in 
the gap through strands 1 and 2.

24. Repeat step 16 twice. Add a small pearl like we did 
before. Repeat step 16 twice.

25. Repeat step 16 four times. Add a Swarovski Crystal in 
the same way we did in step 18.

26. Repeat step 16, wire wrapping with an extra coil 
in-between, enough times to bring you to about 1cm from 

the pointed part of the petal.

27. Use the flat nose pliers to make the top part of your 
petal more pointed, by inserting the frame wire right down 
the jaw of the pliers and give a gentle squeeze. Repeat on 

both sides of the petal.

28. Slide the 8mm Swarovski Pearl onto the wrapping wire, 
let it sit in the pointed gap of the petal, coil the wire three 
times round the 1st strand to secure it. With your fingers, 
alter the inside part of the frame work, to assure that the 

pearl is nice and snug between the two wire frames.

29 . With your thumb make sure that Strand 2 has a nice 
curve all the way down and has a gap of 5mm between the 

two frame wires.

30. Add a 5mm bead with a scrap piece of wire, to assure 
that the gap will be equal all the way down as you 
wirewrap the strands. This bead can be removed 

when you start to add the Swarovski Crystals.



31. You will now need to wire wrap the other half of your 
petal by mirroring steps 16 to 26.

If you don’t have enough wire wrapping left it would be a 
good point to cut the tail left and add 1m of 0.315mm wire 

and then continue step 16 before you add the Crystal.

32. At this point you have mirrored the other half of the 
petal and you just did step 16 twice at the bottom to 

end your petal.

33. Coil the wrapping wire on Strand 1 to reach the middle 
of the “U” shape before the second petal starts.

34. Curve Strand 2 enough to touch Strand 1.
Wrap around both frame strands three times.

35. With your thumb, bend Strand 2 inside the petal made 
with Strand 1. Leave a 5mm gap between the two Strands. 

36. Hammer this frame like before.

37. Coil Strand 1 enough times to reach the same level 
where you started the coil before.

2nd Petal

38. We need now to repeat the same sequence to add the 
Swarovski Crystals to the first petal. Instead of a sequence 

of 4 Swarovski clear montees, we will add 2 four times.

39. Start with two basic wire wraps with extra coil 
in-between (Step 16).

40. Add two Swarovski Crystals with two extra wire 
wraps. Include your Swarovski Crystal by 

going through the Crystal each time the wrapping wire 
cross from Strand 1 to Strand 2 and vice versa (Step 18). 

41. Repeat Step 16 twice.
Add 4mm Pearl Step 16 twice.

42. Repeat Step 40.

43. Add another 2 wire wraps (Step 16). Add the 4mm Pearl 
Complete 4 more Step 16’s. Add a Swarovski Crystal. 

Continue to wire wrap for 1cm. 
Use flat nose pliers to point the end of the petal.

44. Like you did with the first petal, add the 8mm Pearl. 
Adjust the frame work on the right side of the Petal. Repeat 
the same number of wraps you did on the left side of the 

Pearl, now on the right, add a Swarovski AB crystal. 

45. Continue by mirroring the pattern you did on the left 
side of the petal.

46. When you finish the petal, secure the two “U” bends 
like you did before (Step 33-34).

I had to carefully move the wire wrapping on the right, this 
because my frame work wouldn’t easily allow the wire to 
bend on that exact point. This may not be a problem since 
all the bottom parts of the petals will group in the middle, 

where we will add a cluster of Pearls. 



3rd Petal

47. Construct your 3rd petal following the steps of your 
1st petal, but this time add 5 Swarovski Crystals, four 

times in the pattern.

48. Construct your 4th petal following the steps of your 
1st petal, but this time add 6 Swarovski Crystals, four 

times in the pattern.

49. Joining the petals together - Bring your wrapping 
wire on strand 1 and coil the wrapping wire a few times 
round this and strand 2, closing together both bases of 
the 4th Petal. Start wrapping together the top side to 

the bottom side where the “U” bends are.

50. Secure it by coiling the wrapping wire on Strand 2. 
Strand 2 is the strand that you will bend as you work 
along, it will shape as a large “U” and all the bases of the 
petals will be wrapped to it to close up the head piece. 

51. This is a larger photo to show how your work should 
look at this point. 

52. Continue coiling the wrapping wire around Strand 2 
and anchor the base of the “U” bends that join together 

your 4th and 3rd petals, one more time.

53. Overlap the next set of “U” shapes (the ones that 
join the 3rd and 2nd petals) to the ones you were just 

wrapping. Anchor those together by passing the 
wrapping wire through both sets (in the photo I am 
showing with a thicker piece of bronze wire the point 

where to pass the wrapping wire through).

54. Now wrap a few times around both sets of “U” bends 
(just for a better understanding I am again showing this 

step with bronze wire).

55. Start bending a bit more the Strand 2 into a “U” 
shape. Coil the wrapping wire around Strand 2 enough 
times to reach the middle of the “U” shape that we just 

anchor together and wrap the “U” shape to 
Strand 2 a few times. 

56. Overlap the last “U” shape to the one you just 
wrapped and secure them together with few wraps 

(shown in the photo with bronze wire for a better 
understanding on the join point). 

57. (This is a back view of the work). Coil the wrapping 
wire around Strand 2 enough times to reach the other 

side of the “U” shape you just overlapped. 

58. Secure this to Strand 2 with few wraps. 

59. Bring the beginning of your frame work closer to this 
point, where the 1st petal starts, wrap this to Strand 2, 
wrapping wire around Strand 2 enough times to get to 
the point where Strand 1 starts, and join by wrapping 

together Strand 1 to Strand 2. 

60. This is how your work should look now You now 
have two wire tails, Strand 2 that is underneath the 

petals and Strand 1 on top of the Petals.



61. Insert Strand 1 in the hole that you last anchored 
(“U” shape that was made in Step 10) Make your last 
“U” shape in Strand 1 and anchor it to the joint point on 

Strand 2 with a few wire wraps.

62. Bend Strand 2 closer to Strand 1, wrap both 
together a few times. Use acrylic jaw pliers to straighten 

both strand tails.

63. Hold the Head Piece firmly in your hands. One petal 
at a time, push the centre of the petal outwards and the 

outside line down.

64. Anchor on a Hair Comb using approx 2m of silver 
coloured wire 0.315mm. 

65. The side of the hair comb that will be in contact with 
the hair should look tidy and professional but most 

importantly it should not catch in the hair when worn. 

66. Position the comb on the back of the piece, making 
sure that the top of the hair comb will not be visible.

67. Now anchor the petals to the hair comb by going up 
and down, like you are sewing the two pieces together . 

Always make sure that the visible part of the 
hair comb looks nice and tidy.

68. When you pass the strand up through the petal, add 
an 8mm Swarovski Pearl and then bring the wrapping 

wire down and anchor again to the hair comb. 

69. Like in step 68 continue to add Pearls and Crystals. 

70. Always start with the bigger pearls and then use the 
smaller beads to hide the smaller gaps left. 

71. You are aiming to cover the centre of the petals 
(untidy part) with a nice cluster or Swarovski pearls and 
at the same time you are stitching together the petals 

to the hair comb. 

72. You should now have two frame wire tails left one of 
15cm and the other longer, cut this to 20cm. Curve the 

wires ready to embellish with Crystals and Pearls.

73. Wire wrap the following sequence of Swarovski 
Crystals and pearls to the tails. On the 15cm tail add 

5 x 3mm Crystals 5 x 4mm Pearls 1 x 8mm Pearl. 
On the 20cm tail add 7 x 3mm Crystals, 7 x 4mm Pearls 

and 1 x 8mm Pearl. 

74. Using round nose pliers, spiral the ends of the two 
strands, to hold the 8mm Pearl inside I still had the tails 
of my wrapping wire left to wrap the gems, if you don’t, 
just anchor 1.5m of the 0.315mm wire at the middle of 

the head piece near where the two strands start. 

75. Start coiling the wrapping wire a few times around 
the base of the tail, add one small Pearl as you wrap 
then make 2 coils on their own, add a 3mm Crystal, two 
wraps and so on up to the spiral where you will wire-

wrap the 8mm Pearl. Repeat on both Tails. 

76. Now tidy up your work, separate the wrapping on 
your Petals, move and curve again gently if 

necessary. Pass your fingers round the head piece to 
assure that you don’t have uncut wire sticking out.

Your Head Piece is finished!
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