
Step 1 
Carefully snip off the very top of your head pin. 

Step 2
Measure about 1cm along the pin and at this point use your 
round nose pliers bend the wire to 90 degrees.  Now grip the 
pin’s tip right at the end so there is no wire sticking out.  The 
long end should be pointing towards you and the short end 
sticking straight up.

Step 3
Using a small wrist movement rotate the pliers away from you 
a little way so that the wire begins to curl around your tool.  
Release your grip with the pliers, turn your hand back and 
repeat this small movement until the completed loop is sat 
directly on top of your pin.

Pin Cuff

Before you begin…
You will be creating the pin sections of your bracelet and using them as components to thread onto your 
memory wire base, spaced in between seed beads. You can make the pins sections as long as you want to,  
these will dictate the thickness of your finished cuff. You can even graduate the lengths of your pins to give 

a wider middle feature sections. Once you have learnt the technique, experiment with your designs. 

Materials and Tools
Eye Pins 

Size 8 or 6 Seed Beads 
4-6mm Round Beads

Memory Wire
Round nose pliers

Flat nose pliers
Soft-wire cutter pliers
Memory wire shears

         Beading mat  
Clear sticky tape (optional)



Step 4 
Thread beads onto your newly formed eye pin.  In this instance 
two small seed beads either side of a miracle bead.  Bend the 
pin to 90 degrees and trim the wire to leave about 1cm.  Form a 
loop as describe in step 3.  If you decide you’d like more miracle 
beads and seed beads on each pin see our Top Tip below. 

Step 5
Check that both eyes at either end of the pin are in line with each 
other.  If not, grip the eyes either side of the bead with pliers and 
twist one of the pliers up, or down, to straighten.    Repeat steps 
1-5, sixteen times.

Step 6
Using memory wire shears cut off two pieces that are complete 
circles plus an extra 2cm.  Don’t ever be tempted to cut 
memory wire with your usual soft-wire cutters.  Memory wire 
is made from a toughened metal that will damage the blade of 
your usual cutters.  It’s a good idea to put you soft-wire cutters 
out of reach then you can’t make the mistake!

Step 7
Use your round nose pliers to form the end of the memory wire 
into a loop.  You can use the thumb of your non-dominant hand 
to help mould the wire around.  Straighten the loop so that it sits 
centrally on the end of the wire.  Repeat with the other ring.

Step 8
String 5 seed beads onto one of the memory wire rings, then 
thread all of your beaded pins separated with 5 seed beads.  
Depending on the size of seed bead you use choose you may 
need to experiment to get just the right combination to fill the 
wire.  Ensure that you begin and end with seed beads.  Check 
you’ve correctly strung the beads in the desired order then with 
memory wire cutters, trim the wire to leave about 1cm then form 
a loop as before.

Step 9
Pass the other piece of memory wire through the loops at the 
other end of the pins adding seed beads between each.  This 
step can be a little awkward so try different ways of holding the 
wires until you find a comfortable method.  To make 
threading the beaded pins easier don’t pull too much of this 
second memory wire too far through.  Check that you’ve got all 
the seed beads and pins correctly in place then with memory 
wire cutters, trim the wire to leave about 1cm then form a loop 
as before.



Step 10
Join the ends of the memory wire rings by passing a pin through 
with seed beads on it.  Turn a loop at either end to secure.

Step 11
You can leave the ends of the cuff undecorated or add little 
dangles on head pins. 

Top Tip – creating taller cuffs
Once you’ve created you eye pins fill each one with your chosen beads.  Make sure that each pin has the 
same length of beads and that you still have about 1cm to form a loop at the end.  It is important that there 
is at least one seed bead at either end of every pin as this give clearance between the miracle bead on the 

pin and the seed beads on the memory wire.  


