
Step 1
This necklace is created from 3 individual beaded strands, the 
inner row 15”, the middle 16” and the outer 17”.  Because you’re 
knotting between the beads you won’t need the full length in 
beads for each tier.  It’s a good idea to start with the smallest row 
so that you can gauge how much your knots extend the length.  
Very carefully unhook the twisted wire needle and unwind all 
your Perlseide from its card. and smooth out the kinks with your 
fingers.  Tie slip knot 10cm from the very end – remember do not 
cut the thread.  

Step 2
Using the wire needle, thread on four small pearls, without knot-
ting between, and push them down to the end knot – If any pearl 
is a struggle to feed on, discard it; it’s important that you protect 
the loop of thread where it is attached to the needle. The needle 
is quite long, so if the tip becomes damaged you can snip off its 
tip with cutters.

Step 3
Pass the needle through one leg of a wire guardian, around the 
curve down through the other side. You could also feed on a 
clasp at this point too, but it’s better if you attach it with a jump 
rings later.  This will give you the option of change the clasp at a 
later stage.  

Before you begin…
When stringing beads you’d normally cut your thread to length. However, when using Perlseide, you’ll need to 

unwrap the entire length and begin forming the beadwork right at the end of the strand.  This will ensure that any 
remaining Perlseide still has its integral needle (you can’t reattach it) and can be used for additional small projects.

Materials and Tools
Perlseide bead cord 0.60mm with needle (2 cards)

2x Freshwater pearl 15.5” strands –8-9mm
1x Freshwater pearl 16” strand –6-7mm

Swarovski drop pendant 28mm – golden shadow
Pendant bail 10x4mm

Wire guardians
Magnetic slide clasp 3-strand 20x10mm

Jump rings
Beadalon Knotter (optional)

Round nose pliers
Flat nose pliers

Bead mat
Ruler or tape measure

Fine sharp scissors.
Clear sticky tape (optional)

Strong glue with fine tip (e.g. G-S Hypo)

Pearl & Crystal Pendant Necklace



Step 4  
Pass the needle back down the last bead threaded. Keep a couple of 
fingers of your non dominant hand within the loop of thread until 
you’ve almost pulled the thread through this will prevent twist and 
tangles. Reposition so that the clasp or wire guardian is up against 
the first bead and so that there is only a very small amount of thread 
showing between the strung beads. You only need enough space to 
accommodate a knot between each bead.  These first knots will be 
created by hand.

Step 5
In your non-dominant hand, hold the end bead and wire guardian 
between your thumb and forefinger.   With your other hand take the 
strand away from you and over your middle finger.  Bring it back 
towards you and up between the end and second bead.  Your middle 
finger will help keep the tension.

Step 6
Pass the thread under the strand between fore and middle fingers 
– a little loop make this easier. Pull the thread all the way through 
(remember that you’ve got a wire needle on the end of the thread so 
don’t get it snagged).

Step 7
Tighten so that the knot forms between the first and second bead.  
Pass the needle through the second bead. Again take care that the 
loop of thread doesn’t twist up and become tangled.  Once through 
push this second bead gently but firmly against the knot. Repeat the 
knotting method described in steps 5 to 7.   Then pass the needle 
through the third bead and repeat the knotting.  If you find you run 
out of room between beads release the slip knot.

Step 8
Pass through the fourth bead but don’t tie a knot.  Release the slip 
knot and slide the fourth bead away from the rest.  Add a dab of G-S 
hypo to the last knot made; take care not to get any glue on the bead.  
Allow the glue to wick along the thread towards the fourth bead. This 
will stick the two strands together and prevent the short tail 
escaping.  Push the fourth bead back against the knot and trim off the 
short tail as near to the bead as you can.   You can add dabs of glue to 
the other knots if desired.

Step 9  
Now you can begin using your knotting tool.  With the palm of your 
non-dominant hand facing you, separate your index and middle 
finger to form a v-shape and fold your middle and little finger over 
the thread to hold it in place.   Hold the four pearls already strung in 
your dominant hand, take them away from you, over your fingers and 
bring back to the front.   



Step 10
Drop the end of the beads through the ring you’ve made between 
you fingers.  If you press your thumb of your non-dominant hand 
down onto your middle finger you can trap the threads where they 
cross.  In this photo a number of beads have already been knotted in 
place so you can use this photo as reference as you continue knotting.

Step 11
Pull the beaded strand through the loop – keep your thumb in place.  
Keeping the last bead close to the ring of thread you don’t have to 
pull so much in the next step.

Step 12
Hold the knotting tool in your dominant hand so that the sharp 
beading awl is facing away from the loop (don’t forget to remove the 
safety cap first).  Pop the awl down through the ring as shown and 
pull slightly away.  It’s important that you position the awl’s point as 
shown as this will help the thread run smoothly as you form the knot.

Step 13
Press your right index finger against the side of the awl so that the 
part-formed knot cannot come off prematurely.  Now pull the thread 
smoothly so that the beads are pulled up to the awl - if you rest the 
knotted string of beads on the mat you won’t have to pull against 
their weight.  Pull the beads right up to the awl as shown in the next 
photo.

Step 14
Hook the thread over the Y-shaped part of your knotting tool.  Whilst 
getting used to your tool you’ll prefer to keep your index finger 
pressed against the awl.

Step 15
Turn the knotting tool and gently pull the thread downwards with 
your non-dominant hand.   If you’ve still got your finger pressed 
against the awl you can remove it now.  Position your thumb under 
the metal plate.  Keep the knotted beads to the back of the awl but 
don’t hold them tight.



Step 16
Push up smoothly with your right thumb as you continue pulling on 
the thread with your other hand until the knot slip off the end of the 
awl.   Continue by stringing a new bead and pushing it firmly against 
the knot just formed.  You’ll need 5 small pearls at either end of each 
strand with the larger ones in the middle.  Go back to step 9 and re-
peat the knotting process, adding one bead at a time.   

Step 17
The method to finish is very like you began.  String three pearls 
without knotting between them.  Thread through the wire guardian 
then pass through the last bead strung.  Snuggle all the beads up so 
there’s just enough space to put a knot between the last three beads.  
Go back to step 5 and knot between each bead.   After the last knot, 
pass through the fourth bead.  Add glue to each knot making sure 
that it wicks down the both strands and into the fourth bead.  Allow 
to dry completely before snipping off the excess thread as close to 
the beads as you can.

Step 18
Make additional strands the desired length.  Connect each strand in 
order of size to your clasp using jump rings.  Repeat on the other side 
– it’s a good idea to keep the clasp clipped together so you can’t get 
the strands the wrong way up.  As you can see if you ever want to 
change the clasp it’s as simple as opening six jump rings.

Step 19 
Finish by adding your drop pendant centrally on the longest strand, 
pinching the sides of the bail to close around the crystal.
 

Top Tip
Getting the cap back on the end of G-S hypo glue can be a bit of a 
fiddle and risk bending the wire in the cap.  If you brace the tip against 
your finger you can slide the point of the needle tipped cap down you 
finger and into the tube.


