
Crystal Sparkle Chain Maille 
Bracelet

Step 2
Take a second large jump rings and pass it through the 7 small rings.  
Hold the open large ring steady and guide the small rings onto it with 
your fingernail.  Close the large ring completely.

Step 3
Open a single small ring and close it around both large rings. Pair it 
up with a neighbouring small ring and pass a piece of cord or wool 
through them.  This gives something to hold onto as you add further 
rings and if you drop your work you can easily find where the start was 
and therefore where to continue from.  

Materials used
Chain Maille and bicone Kit

Tools
Round nose pliers
Flat nose pliers
Side cutter pliers
Short piece of cord or wool
Beading mat
Ruler or tape measure
Sticky tape

Step 1
Take a large jump ring and add 7 small jump rings.  Close the large ring 
completely.  You’ll know you’ve closed the ring properly as you’ll feel 
the two ends of the ring gently grate against each other.  This large ring 
needs an 8th small ring but we found it easier to add the 8th in step 3. 

Before you begin…
You’ll need around 50 large jump rings and 130 small jump rings.  The large ones need to be opened and 
all but a few of the small ones must be completely closed.  By opening the large ones you’ll be able to get 
going sooner and the bracelet will form faster. 



Step 4
Of the 6 remaining small rings select the centre pair – the outer pairs 
are the ones you’ll be threading the wire though when you add your 
bicone beads.  Take a large ring, pick up 6 small rings and go through 
the centre pair of small rings.  Close the large ring completely.  

Step 6
Repeat steps 4 & 5 until you have around 24 pairs of large jump rings 
linked by pairs of small rings.   When you get attach the chain to the 
clasp you’ll be able to check if you need to add or remove pairs of 
large rings.

Step 5
Repeat the path with a second large ring.  It is a good idea to start 
with the centre pair of rings indicated with the arrow as the gap is 
fairly small.  To make a clear space, hold your work level and allow the 
rings added in step 4 to hang down.   

Step 7
Finish either end by adding a chain made of three pairs of small 
rings, and a single.  Attach the first pair to the two centre small ring 
already on the chain.

 Visit our Design Centre on our site for detailed tutorials: www.beadsdirect.co.uk

Step 8
Re-open the single ring at one end of the chain maille and link it onto 
the centre loop of the clasp. It’s a good idea to start with the magnet-
ic half of the clasp.  Cut a 35cm piece of tiger tail.  Add a crimp, pass 
through a side loop on the clasp then go back through the crimp.  
Leaving an 8cm tail, crush the crimp close to, but not tight against, 
the clasp’s loop.  Repeat with another 35cm strand.   

Step 9
Onto one strand, string a small silver spacer bead from the finding box 
and two bicones.  Pass the short tail through these beads too.

Step 10
Go through the first pair of small rings on one side of the chain.  Add 
bicone a then go through the next pair of rings - pass the short tail 
along the same route.  Continue adding bicones along one side.  After 
the last pair of rings, finish with two bicones and a silver spacer bead.  
Add a bit of tape to the wire just beyond the last bead.  This will hold 
everything temporarily in place whilst you repeat steps 9 and 10 to 
complete the other side of the bracelet.  Use sticky tape on the second 
strand too.



Step 11
Lay the bracelet flat on the mat and check that there are no twists.  
Begin attaching the chain maille to the other half of the clasp by re-
opening the single ring at the end – make sure you have the clasp the 
right way up.  Remove the sticky tape from one strand, add a crimp 
then go through the loop on the clasp.  Pass the wire back down the 
crimp and the next three or four beads.  Keep fairly loose and don’t 
crush the crimp yet.  Repeat with the other strand.

Step 12
Even out the tension between the bicones and the beads – there 
should be a slight space between the bicones so that the bracelet 
remains flexible and can curl easily around your wrist easily.  When 
you’re happy that everything is level crush the crimps.  Trim off the 
excess wires at either end. 
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