
 
‘WINTER KISSES’ LARIAT TUTORIAL 
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Owner of 

Crystal Star Gems & Jewellery 
 

 
 
YOU WILL NEED: 
 
10g No.11 Toho/Miyuki (A) (Hematite 11TR81) 
3g No.5 Toho/Miyuki (B) (Transparent Frosted Cobalt 15TR8DF) 
90 (approximately) 4mm Sodalite Round Beads (C) (EX384) 
90 (approximately) 3mm Swarovski Glass Pearls (D) (Crystal Grey HH240) 
48 3mm Swarovski Bicones (E) (Sapphire AC145) 
48 3mm Swarovski Bicones (F)(Crystal Comet Argent Light AC798) 
 
Equipment: Needles No.12. Thread: Fireline. Scissors. 
 
TIPS – PLEASE BE SURE TO READ - BEFORE YOU START 
 
For ease of reference each bead is given a letter.  If you struggle to remember which is which, place your 
beads in little trays and label each tray with the corresponding letter. 
 
You can use the percentage view at the top of the Adobe Acrobat to adjust the size of the photographs for 
clarity.  This will let you zoom in quite a way. 
 
IMPORTANT! 
 
Tension is very important in this design, the beads should sit tightly together.  Extra care should be taken 
when stitching the gemstones and the crystals as they can cut through the thread under tension.  
 
Check your work frequently – it’s very easy to make a mistake – we all do!  Don’t try to hedge round it, 
go back, unpick it, and work it again.  
 
TIP:  Arrange your work to mimic the photographs – this will make it easier to follow the instructions. 
 
Take the time to read through the instructions BEFORE you begin.  This might give you ideas for 
amendments that you would like to make.  For example you might like to adjust the beads or the fringing 
at the lariat ends. 
 
Squeeze the end of the Fireline thread between flat nosed pliers – this will make it easier to thread your 
needle.  I would not advise the use of Nymo or One ‘G’ in this pattern as the gemstones and crystals are 
under a lot of tension and may cut through the thread. 
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JOINING FIRELINE: Patrick Duggan has a wonderful video showing how to join Fireline - No more 
worrying about running out of thread!... I have worked with this technique for over six months now and it 
is amazing!  I have had no problems with even No.15’s, so far.  One point of note however, in my 
opinion, if your Fireline looks very ‘grey’ and is starting to ‘split’, you will get a larger ‘blob’ when you 
burn the thread ends.  Therefore, particularly if you are working with No.15’s – use a shorter thread and 
do not over work it!  It is a fabulous technique because it stops you working with insane lengths of thread 
which take up a surprisingly great amount of your beading time (we’ve all been to ‘knot hell’ afterall!), 
and your thread is therefore stronger because it is not over used (abused), AND you save time ‘tying in’ 
old and new threads… 
So here’s the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JdHD23yzB-I 
I have permission from Patrick Duggan to share this link, but it would be nice if you liked his video! J 
 
TAKE A BREAK!  Quite often it’s easy to become consumed with the need to finish.  Beadwork of this 
nature is surprisingly taxing and you should rest and exercise your eyes (by focusing on different 
distances).  I would recommend working for 30 minutes and then taking a 10 minute break – even if it’s 
just to hang out the washing or make a well earned cup of tea! 

And	finally,	please	respect	the	Beader’s	code.		This	PDF	file	is	for	your	enjoyment	ONLY.		
Please	DO	NOT	publish,	copy,	print	or	teach	without	the	express	written	permission	of	
the	author,	and	in	addition,	if	you	wish	to	sell	the	lariat	please	alter	it	in	such	a	way	

that	the	design	becomes	unique	to	you,	or	alternatively	you	may	sell	one	or	two	BUT	be	
polite	and	display	the	designers	name	and	ALWAYS	ask	permission	FIRST!	

 
LET’S BEGIN! – CUBE BEADS – MAKE 4 SAPPHIRE (E) & 4 SILVER (F) 
 
1. The cube beads are made by using one complete round of CRAW (cubic right angle weave).  On a 
1m length of Fireline pick up 4(E), leaving a 6” tail, tie a surgeons’ knot and pass through the next (E) 
(Photo 1).  Pick up 3(E) and pass your needle through the (E) your thread is exiting from the opposite side 
(Photo 2). 
NOTE: If you need extra help with the CRAW there is a video by me on Youtube : 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8ocjEWDyt0&t=313s 
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2. Pass your needle through the adjacent 2(E) (Photo 3).  Pick up 3(E) and pass your needle through 
the (E) your thread is exiting from the opposite side (Photo 4). 
 
 
 
 

           
 
 
 
3. Pass your needle through the adjacent 2(E) (Photo 5).  Pick up 1(E) and and pass your needle 

through the (E) of your work (red arrow Photo 6) in the direction shown.  Then pick up 1(E) and 
pass your needle through the (E) as shown in Photo 6.  
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4. Carefully pull these beads tightly together and with your working thread exiting the (E) bead as 
shown by the green arrow in Photo 7 pass your needle through all four of these top (E) beads (in the 
direction of the red arrows) AND ONE MORE (E) bead (five in total) to complete the circle.  Follow the 
thread path and end this thread by tying 2 or 3 half hitch knots.  Place your needle on the tail end of your 
thread and repeat this step for the opposite side of the cube. 
 
 

 
 

 
THE CHAIN 
 
5. On a new length of fireline pick up 1(B),1(C),1(B),3(A) and pass through 1(B),1(C),1(B),2(A) 
again (Photo 8).  Pick up 1(A),1(B),1(D),1(B),1(A) and pass through the (A) your thread is exiting from 
the opposite side (Photo 9). 
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6. Pass your needle through the adjacent 1(A),1(B) and through the (D) (red arrow) (Photo 10).  Pick 
up 1(B),3(A),1(B) and pass and pass your needle through the (D) from the opposite side your thread is 
exiting (Photo 11). 
 
 

           
 
 
 
7. Pass your needle through the adjacent 1(B),2(A) as shown in Photo 12. Using Steps 5 (Photo 
9) to 7 inclusive as a guide to help you, alternating the addition of the (C) and (D) beads, create a length 
of ‘chain’ that incorporates all of your (C) beads EXCEPT 24(C) which you will need for the ‘fringe’.  
Make sure that you finish the ‘chain’ with a (C) (Photo 13). 
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THE ‘FRINGE’ 
 
 
8. Pick up 1(A),1(C),1(A),1(C),1(A),1(C) and pass your needle through the (C) at the end of your 
‘chain’ from the opposite side to where your thread is exiting (Photo 13).  Then pass your needle through 
1(A),1(C),1(A),1(C) (Photo 14). 
 
 

           
 
 
9. Pick up 5(B),1(C),5(B),1(A),1(C),1(A) then pass your needle through one of your crystal cubes 
from corner to opposite corner, taking care to ensure that your needle passes in between the existing 
thread of your cube (Photo 15).  Pick up 1(A),1(C),3(B) and omitting the 3(B) pass back through all of 
the beads as shown in Photo 16. 
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10. Pick up 5(B) and pass through the (C) at the end of the chain as shown in Photo 17.  Then pass 
your needle back through the 5(B),1(C) as shown in Photo 18. 
 
 

           
 
 
11. 10(B),1(C),5(B),1(A),1(C),1(A),1cube,1(A),1(C),3(B) and omitting the 3(B) pass your needle 

back through all of these beads again (Photo 19).  Pass your needle through the 5(B) you added in 
Step 10 Photo 17 and the 5(B),1(C) (Photo 18) again. 

 Pick up 15(B),1(C),5(B),1(A),1(C),1(A),1cube,1(A),1(C),3(B) and repeat the above step. 
 Pick up 20(B),1(C),5(B),1(A),1(C),1(A),1cube,1(A),1(C),3(B) and repeat the above step. 
 Working around the 4(C) beads (red arrows Photo 20), tie 2 or 3 half hitch knots and end this 

thread. 
 Repeat Steps 8 to 11 inclusive on the other end of your ‘chain’. 
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FINISHED! 
 
 
A NOTE FROM THE AUTHOR 
 
I really do hope that you have enjoyed this tutorial and have successfully completed it, and had fun doing so!  Seed bead 
stitching is time consuming but so very rewarding.  I hope that you will go on to many more projects and continue to 
enjoy beading.  I would love to see your individual creations.   
 
If you have any queries regarding this tutorial please feel free to contact me by email: crystalstargems@hotmail.co.uk I 
will do my very best to help.   It is worth noting that I sometimes keep ‘extra’ pictures which I may be able to use to 
guide you through, via email, if there is a particular step you are struggling with.  It would be very helpful if you could 
send in a clear colour photograph in this instance. 
 
Further tutorials are available from www.crystalstargems.com and immediate downloads are available from my Etsy 
Store (www.Etsy.com/shop/crystalstargems)  
 
Please join me on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/crystalstargemsandjewellery) where I will be available to offer 
further help and also will be showing more tutorials – some for free! -  I hope to see you there! 
 
Thank You and Best Wishes 
Tracey Lorraine 
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