
Step 1 – bezel - row 1 & 2
Cut an armspan of beading thread and string 44 size 11 colour A 
seed beads. Slide the beads to around 20cm from the end of the 
thread then tie the beads into a ring. The ring needs to be 
flexible because you’ll need to be able to sew into every other 
bead when forming the next row. Sew through the first bead 
strung, taking care not to pull the knot into the bead.

Step 2 – row 3
Pick up one size 11 colour A seed bead. Skip a bead on the ring 
and sew through the next. Repeat until you have one more bead 
to add. Each bead you skip is a bead in row 1.

Step 3
Pick up the last size 11. Skip a bead on the ring, sew through the 
next bead AND the first bead added in this row. This ‘step up’ gets 
you to the right place to begin the next row and you’ll need to do 
this after each of the following rows.

Before you begin…
Peyote stitch is the basis for this design. This give a nice firm weave and allows you to adapt the design to suit any 

kind of cabochon as you can change the number of beads that makes up the initial ring of two rows.

Materials and Tools
Flat back round cabochon – dia approx 20cm

Seed beads - size 11 (colour A)
Seed beads - size 11 (colour B) 

Seed beads - size 15
Crystal bicones – size

Brooch back
Beading needle – size 10

Scissors
Beading mat

Ruler
Strong glue

Peyote Bezel Brooch



Step 4 – row 4
Pick up a size 11 colour A seed bead and sew through the next bead 
on the previous row. Repeat all the way around and step up just as 
you did before by sewing through the last bead of the previous row 
and the first bead added in this row. As you work the beadwork will 
naturally want to form into a shallow tube. The photograph shows 
the last bead added in row 4 and the step up.

Step 5 – row 5
Pick up a size 15 seed bead and sew through the next bead on the 
previous row. Step up as normal at the end of the row. As you work 
the beadwork will begin to cup inward, encourage it but don’t over-
tighten.

Step 6  - row 6
Repeat step 5 again using size 15 seed beads. You can pull a bit tight-
er this time. Step up as normal at the end of the row.

Step 7 – row 7
Add the final row of size 15 seed beads on this side of the bezel. Pull 
nice and firmly so that this last row is neat. Step up as normal then 
step back down through the rows so that you come out of a bead on 
the fourth row of size 11 seed beads. This completes the front of the 
bezel

Step 8 
Weave through to a bead on round 1 at the other side of the bead-
work. If you want to be able to work in the same direction to add the 
remaining rows of the bezel then reverse the direction as you weave.

Step 9 – row 8
Sit the cabochon inside the bezel with the flat side facing upwards. 
Add row of size 15 seed beads. Pull the thread so that the beadwork 
begins to cup around the back of the cabochon. For clarity the short 
tail starting tail has been woven in. You can do this too if you wish.



Step 10 - rows 9 & 10
Add two more rows of size 15 seed beads pulling tighter with each 
row. To reinforce row 10 sew through just the beads that form the 
row. Weave the thread into the beadwork, securing with a couple of 
half hitches. You may have a reasonable amount of thread left but 
it’s better to begin the embellishment part of the brooch with a new 
strand so trim the thread. If you’ve not already done so you should 
weave in the short tail too.

Step 11 – embellishment –round 1
Cut a new armspan of thread, secure it to the beadwork and exit any 
bead on the second row of size 11 seed beads. Pick up three size 15 
seed beads. Sew through the next bead of row 2. Adjust the beads so 
that the second of the three form a point and gives you a little picot. 
Repeat all the way around then step up by sewing though the first 
and second size 15 added in this step.

Step 12 - round 2
Pick up a size 11 (colour B), a size 15 and a size 11 (colour B). Sew 
through the second bead of the next picot. Adjust the beads so that 
the size 15 forms the point of new round of picots. Repeat all the way 
around then step up by sewing through the first size 11 and size 15 
added in this step.

Step 13 – round 3
Pick up one size 11 colour B seed bead and sew through the second 
bead of the next picot. Repeat all the way around. Don’t pull too tight. 
Step up at the end of the round by sewing through the first bead 
added in in this round.

Step 14 – round 4
Pick up three size 11 colour A seed beads and sew through the next 
bead added in the previous round. Adjust to for a picot. Repeat all 
the way around and step up by sewing through the first and second 
beads added in this round.

Step 15 – round 5
Pick up a bicone and sew through the second bead of the next picot. 
Repeat all the way around and step up by sewing through the first 
bicone added.



Step 16 – round 6
Pick up a size 11 colour B seed bead. Sew through the next bicone. 
Repeat all the way around and step up by sewing through the first 
size 11 added in this step.

Step 17 – round 7
Pick up three size 15 seed beads. Sew through the size 11 just exited, 
so that you’re going through it in the same direction, and a picot is 
formed. Sew through the next bicone and size 11 and add the next 
picot. Repeat all the way around.

Step 18 – attaching the brooch back
When you’ve added the last round, weave the thread into the bead-
work and secure with a couple of knots and trim. Decide if you want 
to stitch or glue the brooch into place. If it’s stitching, then skip to step 
19. If you’re going with glue then add dabs of extra strong glue to the 
brooch back and stick it centrally into place.

Step 19
To stitch, add a new piece of thread and come out into the row of size 
11 seed bead next to the size 15’s. Pick up one size 11 and sew through 
the next bead in the same row. The bead you’ve just added must be 
able to pass through the hole in the brooch back so do check. Weave 
around to the other side by sewing down and through the innermost 
row of size 15’s then back up to the size 11 row. Add a second bead in 
the same way as the first ensuring it is directly opposite. 

Step 20
Position the brooch bar over the beads you’ve just added so that they 
poke through the hole. Stitch through the bead from above then 
through the beadwork from below. Go around again twice more. 
Weave around to the other side via the inner row of size 15’s and re-
peat the stitching method to complete your brooch. 
 


