
Step 1 – Base Fan
Onto 80cm of beading thread string the following: bugle, bicone, 
bugle.  Leaving a 20cm tail, knot the threads together then sew 
through all the beads again.  You can pull the knot into the first 
bugle but no further.  

Step 2
Pick up the following: seed bead, bugle seed bead.  Sew up through 
the bugle that the thread is exiting.  Keep the thread a 
little bit loose as in the next step you’ll be making the top seed 
bead pop upward.

Step 3
Skip the seed bead and sew down through the bugle.  Pull through 
so that the seed bead sticks up above the bugles and the bugles 
form a point immediately under it.  See the next photograph.

Golden Goddess Bugle Bead Collar

Before you begin…
You can make this design as full or as simple as you wish.   Bugles are made of glass and haven’t had the ends 

rounded off like seed beads, so don’t work with a thread that is too long.  This will prevent breakages as the thread 
won’t have to make as many passes through the bugles before it runs out.

Materials and Tools
Bugle beads

Seed beads size 8
Crystal Bicone beads 4mm
Pearls 6mm (at least one)

Beading thread 
Beading needle size 12

Beading Mat 
Ruler or tape measure

Strong glue (e.g. GS-Hypo)



Step 4
Pick up the following: bicone and bugle.  Sew down through the 
bugle that the thread is exiting.  

Step 5
Sew through the bicone and bugle just added so you’re ready for the 
next step.

Step 6
Repeat the steps above until you have four bicones and four seed 
beads on the outside of the fan.    To finish the fan, remove the needle 
from the thread and thread it onto the tail.  String the following: seed 
bead, bugle, seed bead.  Sew up through the bugle that the thread is 
exiting, skip the seed bead on top and sew through the beads again.  

Step 7 – side fans
Begin your side fans exactly as you made the base fan.  To begin the 
next fan, string a bicone and a bugle then sew up through the bugle 
that the thread is exiting.  Add further beads to this fan – you might 
like to turn your work over so you’re beading in the same direction 
as you formed the first fan.  Add as many fans as you wish.  You can 
adjust the angle of the shape you’re creating by adding fewer bead to 
each fan.  Have a look at the main picture to get an idea of where you 
should finish beading  - the last bugle you add should be pointing 
straight up or slightly outwards.  Make a second side fan in the same 
way.

Step 8
Weave in all your threads, apart from one tail at the beginning of one 
of the side fans – you can knot and add dabs of glue if you wish to the 
others.  Lay the beadwork down as shown so that the last seed bead 
of each side fan lines up with the top row of seed bead on the base 
fan.  Thread one of the tails onto the needle.  Sew down through the 
bottom seed bead of the side fan and then through all the seed beads 
on the top row of the base fan.  Sew into the bottom seed bead of the 
other fan.  The arrow shows the thread path at this point.  To reinforce 
the join sew back and forth, following the same thread path.



Step 9 - chain
Add a new piece of thread to finishing end of one of the side fans.  The 
thread should be two and a half time the desired length for the strap 
on this side.  You can thread it up in whatever order you like, even in-
clude pearls for a more unique look but finish both sides with a seed 
bead.  Before you create the clasp, check the length.  You might like 
to get someone to help you try it on so you can see that it’s going to 
hang correctly for you.

Step 10 - clasp
Once you’re happy finish one end with a pearl and a seed bead.  Skip 
the seed bead and sew through the pearl and all the beads of the 
strap.  Once you reach the side fan weave the thread around the 
beads in a figure-of-eight.  Knot in couple of places to secure and add 
dabs of glue.  Form the loop with 15 seed bead and sew back down 
the strap and secure as you did with the other side.

Taking it further
For a really impressive finished piece, extend the fans all the way 
around the collar.  You’ll need to adapt the number of beads in each 
fan when you reach the part that goes over your shoulder and around 
to the back.  Add a clasp as described in step 11.


